Management Activities
Apple Valley has invested in multiple strategies to
improve water quality. Capital projects include:


Everest Ave raingarden & tree trench



Long Lake Park & Everest Iron Enhanced Sand
Projects



Johnny Cake Ridge Road retrofits



2021 Erickson Park pond improvements

Looking ahead, the City will continue:


Enhanced street sweeping around the lake



Treatment of Curlyleaf Pondweed (invasive)



Periodic fish surveys & stocking



Monthly water quality monitoring



Funding additional projects identified in the
Long and Farquar Implementation plans

F

arquar Lake is a shallow lake nestled in a largely residential area of Apple Valley. The lake and conjoining
park is a recreational resource in the City, allowing residents
to go out for a paddle, wet a fishing line, or enjoy a leisurely
walk along the lakeside trail.

Like many shallow lakes in developed areas, in addition to
it’s natural beauty, Farquar also has concerns related to
water quality. Farquar receives direct runoff from land
around the lake but also is connected to the storm sewer
system, meaning it receives runoff through underground
pipes from neighborhoods surrounding the lake.
When it rains, stormwater runoff can carry pollutants like
phosphorus and sediment into the lakes. These pollutants can cause algal
blooms. Farquar also has significant in-lake phosphorus cycling (phosphorus
released from lake sediments), which also contributes to nutrient-rich lake
conditions. Due to high levels of phosphorus and poor water clarity, Farquar
has been on the state’s impaired water list since 2002.
The City of Apple Valley have been actively working to improve water quality
conditions by installing projects that prevent pollution from entering the
lake, as well as projects that help reduce in-lake cycling of nutrients. Water
quality is showing improvements, however, it can take time to for these
projects to have an effect.

CHARACTERISTICS

2021 Erickson Park Stormwater Pond Improvements

Did you know?
Farquar Lake is connected to Long Lake? Therefore,
projects completed near Long Lake will benefit Farquar Lake.

Size
67 acres
Average Depth
4.5 feet
Maximum Depth
10 feet
Watershed Size
1,900 acres
Lake Classification
Recreational
Common Fish: Black Bullhead, Bluegill, Hybrid &
Pumpkinseed Sunfish, Black Crappie, Walleye,
Largemouth Bass

Areas with green shading represent the entire
watershed that drains to Farquar Lake

Harmful Algal Blooms are
common mid-summer in
Farquar and are known to
cause sickness in dogs.

State of the Water
For Total Phosphorous, we want
to stay below the state
impairment standard

If you see blue-green
water, use caution and
rinse off quickly if
exposed. When in doubt,
please stay out!
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Water Clarity:
Measured by lowering a black & white
disc into water until
no longer visible.

For Water Clarity, we want values
greater than the state impairment
standard

Aquatic Plants
Limit winter salt use!

A diverse aquatic plant community is a sign of a healthy lake.
How does Farquar compare to lakes with similar characteristics?

Number of Aquatic Species Comparison
Farquar in 2021: 5 Vs. Nearby unimpaired lake: 13
For more information visit:
Grants:

https://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us/376/Rainwater-Rewards-Grant-Program

Invasive species present: Curly-leaf Pondweed
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