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or those looking for a respite from busy suburban life, Keller Lake
provides an opportunity to go for a paddle, catch some fish or
otherwise spend some time on the water. With about half of the lake
bordered by undeveloped park land, the lake provides scenic beauty
along with habitat for wildlife.
Like many shallow lakes in developed areas, in addition to it’s natural
beauty, Keller Lake has concerns related to water quality. Keller
receives direct runoff from land around the lake but also is connected
to the storm sewer system, meaning it receives runoff through
underground pipes from a large area of neighborhoods surrounding the
lake. When it rains, storm water runoff carries pollutants like
phosphorus and sediment into the lake.
These pollutants can cause algal blooms.
Keller also has significant in-lake
phosphorus cycling (phosphorus released
from lake sediments), which also
contributes to lake conditions.

CHARACTERISTICS
Size

52 acres

Average Depth

4.8 feet

Maximum Depth

8 feet

Watershed Size

1447 acres

Common Fish: Black and Yellow Bullhead, Bluegill,
Green and Pumpkinseed Sunfish, Black Crappie,
Largemouth Bass, Golden Shiner, Koi

Due to high levels of phosphorus and
poor water clarity, Keller has been on the
state’s impaired water list since 2002.
The Cities of Apple Valley and Burnsville
have been actively working to improve
water quality conditions by installing
projects that prevent pollution from
entering the lake, as well as projects that
help reduce in-lake cycling of nutrients.

Did you know?

The yellow boundary outlines the Keller Lake Watershed. Rainwater that
falls within that boundary drains to Keller Lake through storm pipes.

Natural environment classification means that aquatic herbicide use is not allowed on Keller Lake
without a special approval process from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

In 2021, a survey was conducted to assess the population of goldfish and other fish in Keller Lake. Goldfish can cause
issues in some waterbodies. During the
survey, some large goldfish were caught
but the overall results indicated the
population is at a level not likely to
cause significant harm to the lake. It also
indicated goldfish aren’t successfully
reproducing in the lake, likely due to
healthy predator fish populations.

State of the Water
Phosphorous:
Phosphorous :
Nutrient
Nutrient that
that is a
major
driver
major driver behind
behind algae
blooms
algae
blooms
&
and plant
growth.
plant
growth.

Keller Lake Goldfish

Management Activities
Apple Valley and Burnsville have completed multiple large
projects to improve water quality including:
• Alum treatment (2019 and 2021)
• Underground storm water detention basin (2018)
• Whitney storm pond (2011)
• Redwood Park Pond Expansion (2020-2021)
Looking ahead, the Cities will continue to fund:
• Aquatic vegetation surveys
• Annual summary report
• Periodic fish surveys
• Management of invasive species like common buckthorn

We Need YOUR Help
•

Install a raingarden, improve your shoreline buffer, or plant
natives. Grants are available through the city, contact us!

•

Reduce your salt use in the winter

•

Reduce your phosphorus inputs

•

Volunteer for storm drain stenciling

City staff contact:
Caleb Ashling, caleb.ashling@burnsvillemn.gov | 952-895-4543
Samantha Berger, sberger@ci.apple-valley.mn.us | 952-953-2462

Water Clarity:
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Water Clarity: Measured by lowering black and
white disc into water until no longer visible.

Aquatic Plants
A diverse aquatic plant community is a sign of a healthy lake.
How does Keller compare to lakes with similar characteristics?

Number of Aquatic Species Comparison
Keller in 2020: 4 Vs. Nearby unimpaired lake: 13
Invasive species present: Curly-leaf Pondweed

Eurasian Water Milfoil
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