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ac Lavon provides a great recreational oasis for fishers and paddlers alike. With recreational lake access and
canoe racks available at both Apple Valley and Burnsville City parks, residents can head to “the lake” without
the long commute. Folks can explore the many lobes of the lake to take in changing scenery and shorelines.
Formerly a gravel mining pit, Lac Lavon was transformed into an urban oasis for an added amenity to residential
developments. Because the lake has a relatively small drainage area, is spring fed, and has natural filtration the
lake has had exceptional water quality for many years. Primarily fed by groundwater and with no natural outlet,
lake levels can fluctuate greatly based on long term precipitation trends. In addition to groundwater inputs, the
lake also receives direct runoff from the surrounding land and the connected storm sewer system, meaning it
receives runoff through underground pipes from neighborhoods surrounding the lake. When it rains, stormwater
runoff from the landscape can carry pollutants like phosphorus and sediment into the lakes. These pollutants can
contribute to algal blooms in late summer.
Given the small watershed, residential landowners can help provide the biggest reduction to nutrient inputs by
installing water quality improvement practices, such as shoreline buffers and raingardens. Grant opportunities
are available to residents who are interested in learning more.

Management Activities
Apple Valley & Burnsville work to protect water quality through:


Increased and prioritized street sweeping



Lakeshore and prairie restoration



Water quality monitoring

Looking ahead, the Cities will complete:


Periodic aquatic vegetation surveys



Periodic fish surveys & stocking



Grant programs for landowners
interested in raingardens & shoreline restorations



New raingarden at Lac Lavon parking lot in Apple Valley

CHARACTERISTICS
Size

60 acres

Average Depth

13 feet

Maximum Depth

32 feet

Watershed Size

184 acres

Lake Classification

Recreational

Common Fish*: Bluegill, Northern Pike,
Black crappies, Hybrid Sunfish, Pumpkinseed Sunfish, Largemouth Bass, Bullhead
(*based on 2020 survey)

Did you know?
Lac Lavon is part of the Black Dog Watershed Management Organization. Led by
County Commissioners & a cooperation of 5 different cities, the organization helps to provide
leadership in the management & stewardship of water resources within the watershed.

Areas within green boundary represent the
entire watershed that drains to Lac Lavon

State of the Water

Vegetative shoreline
buffers like this one
utilize native plants that
help: filter runoff;
prevent shoreline
erosion; provide habitat
& shelter for wildlife; &
can even decrease
habitat from pesky
geese.
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Water Clarity:
Measured by lowering black & white
disc into water until
no longer visible.

For Water Clarity, we want values
greater than the state impairment
standard

Limit winter salt use!

Aquatic Plants
A diverse aquatic plant community is a sign of a healthy lake.

Non-Invasive Aquatic Species Present

For more information visit:
Black Dog WMO: www.blackdogwmo.org/
Aquatic Plant Management: www.burnsvillemn.gov/aquaticplants
Grants: http://burnsvillemn.gov/564/Resident-Grants
https://www.ci.apple-valley.mn.us/376/Rainwater-Rewards-Grant-Program

Coontail, Chara, Elodea, Water Stargrass, Illinois Pondweed,
Floatingleaf Pondweed, Whitestem Pondweed, Naiads,
Sago Pondweed Stringy Pondweed, & Buttercup
Invasive species present: Curly-leaf Pondweed

Eurasian Watermilfoil, Brittle Naiad*
*Brittle Naiad is rare in MN be sure to clean, drain, & dry any watercraft
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